[Bartonella and bartonellosis--emerging and re-emerging infections. Taxonomy, bacteriology, pathogenesis and genetics].
The review updates knowledge on the taxonomy, bacteriology and genetics of Bartonella as well as pathogenesis of bartonellosis. The role of Bartonella in human pathology, formerly considered to be rather modest, causes now growing anxiety. In this connection Bartonella are now believed to be the causative agents of so-called emerging and re-emerging diseases, i.e. diseases, formerly unknown to man, and diseases, believed to be eradicated and playing at present no important role in human pathology. These microorganisms are a bright example of successes of molecular biology in the detection of microorganisms, as well as in their phylogenetics and systematics.